' ; eee ; ' Editors: 
Published by the Commission on Public Relations Ecinae! That 


] aS P Palm 
of the National Christian Council of Japan Meng es 


Tn 


Subscription Rates: Japan ¥700; Foreign (Sea mail) $2.00; (Air mail) $3.50. 


Rio. 69 : : October 1, 1955 


= In These Pages 


_ Visitation Gyangeaiems .6....1 Evangelism of the Blind....4 


Berar oat StL Svea epee oa 62 Me OV ONE SoG hk oe gyn 0d 
_ intheran Evangelism..........3 praveting Vii COrs. ios cee 5 
_- Bible EP SETADUEION wipe ns yx anh 


¥ 


| MESETATION J EVAN HubloM  - gaining in popularity 
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ie. Pe aeeeetich ivangelism is eredualiy gaining the support of 

ee By vide group of churches. (See JCAN i#60, 8/1/55 pp 1-2) Recently 
the Osaka and. the Tokyo Diocess of the Seikokai (Japan Episcopal 
ae ae started urging their parishes to use this rethod to 
‘reach a wider circle of people for the Church. As mentioned 
elsewhere in this issue of the JCAN the Evangelistic Comnittee 
of the Japan fvangelical Lutheran Church is strongly urging the 
se of this method of evangelism to follow up the many contacts 
ade through the popular radio program "The Lutheran Hour". 

ome of the. stronger Baptist churches in this country are also 
Sing this method. The United Church of Christ (Kyodan) has long 
© .been advocating this method to increase the OSes alge of 
ores. in evangelistic work. 


It is estimated that about 200 churches are now using visit- 
tion evangelism. This is about 10% of the total number of 
otestant eyes in Japan. In addition to. ake Poe Age bg 


rains are several characteristic features of visitation 
yelism in Japan, according to Mr. Ryoichi Masaki, one of 
members of the NCC Visitation Evangelism Committee. 


| Whereas ‘in America the evangelism 1 is done FES by the 
who does the visiting, in Japan the visitins ae laymnn actus 
é eos and _go-between betweed Sbor ang whe seater 
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reason for this is that in the whole city of Tokyo, for example, 
tp is estimated that there would be only abcut 100 laymen who would 

P qualified tc do direct evangelistic work themseives. This would 
Ot substantially iricrease the number of evangelists here since 
fere are already more than 250 ordained pastors. However, it is 
imated that at least one out of ever: ten regular church attenders 
Guld be qualified to work us a gorbetween for the pastor and the 
eker, becoming a close friend of the later and helping to inter~ 
pret his problems to the pastor and the pastor's ar swers and 

achings to his friend. 
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2) The visitor is called a "volunteer" which has become a regular 
rm in Japanese for these workers. 


_ 3). The "volunteer" goes every week to cultivate the friendshir 
m each seeker Under nis care, -He writes a report on this visit 
long with the probiems which have come up for the friend ard gives 
Js to the pastor. He theh gets the answers of the pastor (in 
riting usually) anc helps to interpret these to the friend. 


4) There is a speci special meeting every week at the church at which 
ali of the seekers come ene se Instruction by the pastor. 

t must be born in mind that cite in Japan come out of a. contezt: 
Which has\usually had little contact with Christianity and must 
reinain ina largely non-Christian environment. hererore a long 
period of careful training is necessary. 


mee) Atcer the baptism of the seeker, the volunteer remains a 
elose friend and brother in the Faith. It is aseiuated that avout 
mee wire of those led to Christ through this method ir orn tneui- 


SEES become ‘ty olunteéers™ to lead their friends to Chris 


a — in Beers area nee is a bimonthly conference of a 
yOlunteers im nyodan churches. On alternate months there i 
eting of pastors who are carrying on this work in their CERMED EE: 
‘theif hyodan Districts in Japan, 11 have active Visitation 
vangel* sm sub-committees, 

"Volunteer" is “the name of the monthly newspxper which is 
iblished especially for those doing this «ind of work. There 

e 1200 paid subscriptions which make the paper self-supporting. 


oD pees iSiiCe - the stete of the church 


a According toe preliminary statistics issued by the Kyodan — 
fiee in Tokyo, the following is the stute of the Ghurch as of 
pril 1955 as compared to just one yeur previous. 


Churches and evingelistic stations ep Pie Beth LO 
Bet church ACS iti only 285 2 


162 ,397 tt 7636 
¥ 123, 183) GOO Ho ee 3h 99,000 
eee lel. ,000 t -¥ 11,558,000 
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By way of comment, it may be eta: that the increase in , ¢ 
rrEpucicns is particularly remarkable in view of the defla- 
tionary period that Japan has been going through d...ing recent. 
years. It is an indication to some that although the member— 

ip is not growing as fast as could be wished, the interest 


nd devotion of the members is = asada 


Also of interest are the figures ‘on the average attendance 
cnurches in the Kyodan: 


Number of Churches With average attendance 
167 less than 10 
264 : i, 10 toe 20 
202 20° TO. 30 
a. cee pan 30 to 40 
, i se hO to, 50 
— 80. 7 50° to 60 
i. 5k 60 to 70 
sis. LQ 70 to 80° 
2 of Sa 80 to 100 
a ; 28 is 100 to 120 : 
Ne be 120 to 200 Fr 
5 BOO to. 2 50%. 
Regine ¢ ‘a about.” 900 


Add to these statistics on attendance the fact that only 255 
. churches have a yearly maintenance income of ¥150,000 (@W.15) or 

-more, one can appreciate the great difficulties against which the 
Japanese pastors are struggling in this non-Christian culture. 8 
Hane dev tion required to stick to this difficult and poorly paying 
work can hardly be over-rated. 


THER AN EVANGELISM - four points with a punch 
Be The Evangelism Coumittee of the Japan wvengelicgd Lutheraa 

rl urch met August 24-25th and decided on a four point program a 
for evangelism during the coming year. 


ge, Movement. In order to strengthen the lay moverent in . x 
the urch, they propose that a "Brotherhood of ‘Laymen" group ae, 
be organized which would strengthen the spirit of brotherhood 


_ among fellow believers. This brotherhood would aiso help take 
ee erly. for the finances of the Church, 3 


The Lutheran Hour. The Japanese version of "The ee x 


dience and in Boers of people. Sho. ‘write in for Mirecwe Cian 

out Christianity as a result. The production of this program ; 

cost over ¥3, 00,000 a year. The plan of the Evangelism oe 
vee a to urge that local churches use the Visitation ; a 

lis uethod in following up these contacts which are made 
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‘The ¢ Ge satenary Movement. In preparation for the next century 

(hiristian work. in wapen, He south of today must be reached. 

me 1S proposed that especial emphasis be placed on the evan- : 
elisn of youth during the next vear. 


) Self Support. There are 66 churches and 22 evangelistic stations 
mothe Japan Evangeiical Church. Of this total of 88, only 19 

‘are self supporting and 15 are semi-self supporting. There is a 
Keenly felt need to increase the self supporting character of the 
mirc. 10 this end there will be an etfort to get the 15. partial- 
ly independant churches to become fully self supporting during 
this year. kev. Tasaka, Chairman of the tvangelism Committee and 
ev. lmakise, President of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Fe tra vel. to elgut different cities to have area-wide meetings 

ef Church leaders in an effort to impliment this gc] 


= DISTRIBUTION - a "Bible Van" and-twenty colporteurs ; 


The Japan Bible Society has been presented with a travelling 
4 P display car by the British and Foreign Bible Society. Madé to 


'e€special order here in Japan, it is going first to Sendai to 
" Start its ministry of education on, and distribution of Bibles 
-and Bible tracts. For people in the rural districts who know 
little about the great variety of publications of the Bible and 
: >Bible portions, this "Bible Van" will make possible a graphic 
' display. Another functicn which this "Bible Van" will be able 
"to fill will be to try to interest more book stores in carrying 
copies of the Bible for gale. 
. Starting this fall and running until Christmas, more than 
_ twenty colporteurs will be working in five Prefectures. These 
4 are: Iwate, Gifu, Tokushima , Kochi, and Kumamoto. In preparation 
‘for this special distribution campaign, contacts were made 
7 wherever possible with local ministers and missionaries However , 
in case some have been missed who would like to cooperate with 
the colporteurs, they are urged to get in touch with Rev. Tsunetaro 
- hiyakoda, haa ot the Japan Bible Society, 2 Ginza 4 chome, 
Tokyo. 


Bo. The present rate of selling Bibles published in English is 
~ about ~J,000 a year. About 50,000 copies of the combined English 
and Japanese New Testament are being sold each year. 


_ EVANGELISM i OF THe BLIND - Smith visits Japan 


Dr. Dwight ©, Smith, General Secretary of the John Milton 
Society for the Blind, arrived in Japan last month. -~ On October ; 
2a public meeting for the biind is being held at Fujimicho 
3 Church in Tokyo. He will travel around the country visiting a 

centers of evangelism for the blind during this month. On ; 
October 17-18 he will confer with leaders ‘of the work of evange- 
i for the blind at the National Conference to be held in Tokyo. 
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COMING EVENTS 
ctober Nes = ALL ALL LUTHSRAN FREZ CONFERANCE in Kyoto. Topic: 


SB rinitheran. Unity in Japan" Japanese church leaders and mission- 

F ies invited. In the September meeting of the Special Study 
ommittee on lutheran Unification in Japan it was found that 
here is a sizable unity on questions of doctrine, The main 
roblems stili remaining revolve around matters of organization. 
The report of this Study Commission will be presented at the 
Kyoto Conference. 
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Bese v ober: 21-22 Kwansai Area K-odan Related MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 

“will be held Friday and Saturday, the place and other details to 
be announced later. Dr. Mary Ely Lyman, recently of Union Theo- 
_logifal Seminar; in the field of New Testament will be the 
eee speaker, 


November. 2-3 NATIONAL MisSION CONFERENCE The annual National 
oo Conference of the Nihon Kirisutc Kyodan will be held 
Simultaniously in-two regional sections. The eastern regional : 

_ group will meet in Tokyo and the Western one in Osaka. Two lay 

representatives and the pastor from each church are to be invited. 
al interested missionaries are welcomed. The pur pose. SR ee 
think, pray and plan for the evangelistic mission of the Church. 
br, Haroid Bosley will speak at each of the regional secvions 
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Oct. 23-30 Harold Bosley, "Deepening the 
- series o telks at 


Spiritual bite", 2 
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Union Church in Tokyo, Oct 23, 11 Am, 2h, 
(26, 28 evenings Beto vet 30, 4200. PM, 
- TRAVELING VISiTO a - welcome to Japan 
j § During his month and next a number éf. Sek tee shed : 
_ visitors are Re eveesns and speaking in Japan: Ee. 
bre, and Mrs. Sherwood Ed. dy of YM-YW ana ecumenic:! Christian eee 
fame, and Dr. and Mrs. James G. Gilkey for 65 years a success=- 


“ful pastor in one of the largest New England churches, will ~ 
travel and speak all over Japan from October 19~Nov. 4, under a 
- the sponsorship of the NCC Centenary Committee. . 


-, Jerome Davis educator and sociologist will travel with the 
-.. gbove party’ under the sponsorship of the Kyodan Occupational 
oo Evangelism Committee. 


*Warold Boseley eon of Ist Methodist Church, Evanston, 
*ormer Dean of Duke Divinity School will be speaking at 


veral gatherings. He has especial interest in the semi-~ 
428: and their work. 
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